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UNDERWATER DISCOVERY

Sunken wreckage of WWII fighter plane found off
Miami Beach

Miami Herald
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A research submarine found the wreckage of a World War II fighter plane in 240
feet of water off Miami Beach.
BY SUSAN COCKING
SCOCKING@MIAMIHERALD.COM

The crew of a research submarine studying
artificial reefs off Miami-Dade County has
discovered the mostly intact wreck of a U.S. Navy
World War II fighter plane lying upside down 240
feet deep off Miami Beach.

A photo of the crew of a Navy Hellcat fighter plane used in
World War II. U.S. Navy National Museum of Naval Aviation
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Researchers aboard the Antipodes were using
three-dimensional sonar gear to investigate a blip
on the sea floor last June when they found the 28foot-long Grumman F6F Hellcat — encrusted with
marine growth and dotted with exotic lionfish. The
researchers shot high-definition photos and video
of the plane and sent them to the U.S. Navy and
Smithsonian Institution.
Officials of the Naval History and Heritage
Command in Washington, D.C., identified it as a
Hellcat — rolled out starting in 1943 to counter the

Japanese Zero.
Stockton Rush, CEO and co-founder of OceanGate, Inc. — the private company that provided the sub to
Miami-Dade County’s environmental agency — was surprised and elated at the find.
“It was quite a surprise coming on that wreck,” Rush said. “At first, it appeared to be a 100-foot-long
shipwreck, but we found it was an aircraft with a large silt berm that the Gulf Stream had pushed up
against it.”
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The exact origin of the downed plane hasn’t been determined yet, but Rush hopes to escort Navy
experts aboard his sub to take a closer look in the next couple of weeks.
According to the Naval History and Heritage Command, 79 Hellcats were lost off Florida’s east coast
between 1943 and 1952. But many of the crews survived by bailing out or ditching. They were not part of
the mysterious Flight 19 “Lost Patrol” that vanished on a routine training mission off Fort Lauderdale in
1945. The “Lost Patrol” consisted of five TBM Avengers and the PBM Mariner that was sent to look for
them.
Robert Neyland, head of the NHHC’s underwater archeology branch, says tampering with the wreck —
should some deep diver stumble upon it — is a violation of the Sunken Military Craft Act, which treats
Navy ships and aircraft as historic sites — and possible graves.
According to Bob Rasmussen, director of the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, more than
12,000 Hellcats were delivered to the Navy, but only a handful are still around today.
“The discovery of one more — even under 240 feet of Atlantic Ocean — is important to naval aviation
www.miamiherald.com/2012/11/26/3114804/sunken-wreckage-of-wwii-fighter.html
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The Miami Herald is pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and observations about
what's in the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or in the newspaper. We
encourage lively, open debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain from profanity, hate speech, personal
comments and remarks that are off point. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts.
We have introduced a new commenting system called Disqus for our articles. This allows readers the option of
signing in using their Facebook, Twitter, Disqus or existing MiamiHerald.com username and password.
Having problems? Read more about the commenting system on MiamiHerald.com.
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Looks remarkably well preserved , probably because of the depth . If it was shallower I'd expect it to
have been broken up .
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scubadooby
Lionfish produce 10 eggs for every 1 palmetto bug (roach) egg, meaning that they are reproductively
productive as inverts. Being that they have been found to over 1000' foot of depth, with a number of sightings
in water greater than 200' (like this one), mitigation efforts at "diving depths" is good hearted in intention but
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